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Bioenergy industry representatives are praising Gov. Jerry Brown (D) for enacting three measures -- just prior to a Sept.
 30 deadline -- that they claim will boost waste-to-energy businesses in the state, in part by generating more feedstock
 and easing facility permitting burdens.

But some environmental groups are criticizing one of the new laws, arguing that it promotes waste-to-energy combustion
 technologies that pose environmental and public health risks. The groups also claim there is inadequate oversight of
 such facilities.

The Bioenergy Association of California this week lauded the governor for signing AB 1826 (Assemblyman Wes
 Chesbro, D-Arcata), AB 1594 (Assemblyman Das Williams, D-Santa Barbara) and SB 498 (Sen. Ricardo Lara, D-Bell
 Gardens).

SB 498 is the most controversial of the measures. It adds the production of fuels and the use of non-combustion thermal
 conversion technologies to the definition of "biomass conversion" under the Integrated Waste Management Act. This is
 expected to ease permitting processes for waste-to-energy facilities, particularly for air pollution controls, and allow
 some of them to earn credit under the state's renewable portfolio standard (RPS), according to sources.

The new law also requires solid waste facilities that send materials to biomass conversion facilities to ensure that the
 materials are limited to certain kinds; authorizes local enforcement agencies to inspect solid waste facilities; and
 requires operators of biomass conversion facilities to submit annual reports to the Department of Resources, Recycling
 & Recovery.

Sierra Club California, Clean Water Action, the Center for Biological Diversity and a number of environmental justice
 organizations opposed SB 498, based on their fundamental opposition to "conversion technologies," which they argue
 always include some type of trash burning that pollutes the air (Inside Cal/EPA, Sept. 5).

"We don't oppose biomass in general . . . but to expand the industry and allow for conversion technologies to fall under
 that definition and not be required to go through the regular permit process and to receive RPS credit -- we think that's
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 pretty problematic," a source with Sierra Club California said last month.

But the bioenergy trade organization says in a press release this week that the new law appropriately "clarifies that the
 definition of biomass conversion includes non-thermal conversion of organic waste to energy."

AB 1826 phases in requirements for restaurants and other generators of certain amounts of organic waste to arrange
 recycling services for the material, beginning Jan. 1, 2016. This new law essentially requires "commercial organics
 recycling," which will divert such organic wastes from landfills and allow them to be used for bioenergy, composting or
 other beneficial uses, the association says.

And AB 1594 phases out by 2020 a current recycling credit offered for green waste -- such as yard trimmings and
 untreated wood waste -- when it is used as alternative daily cover at landfills. This measure is also expected to boost
 the amount of waste that can be directed to bioenergy facilities, the organization says.

"Together, these three bills will provide a huge boost to the bioenergy industry in California," said Julia Levin, the group's
 executive director, in the Sept. 29 press release. "They will increase organic feedstock for bioenergy and promote a
 range of technologies to convert that feedstock to energy. Doing so will reduce greenhouse gas emissions, provide
 jobs, and cut pollution from fossil fuels."

California currently landfills 16 million tons of organic waste -- food, yard, wood and other organic material -- per year,
 the bioenergy association claims. "Together with landfill gas, that waste could be used to generate a billion gallons of
 transportation fuel per year or enough renewable energy to power more than a million homes," the press release states.

Bioenergy includes electricity, transportation fuels and pipeline biogas made from dairy, food, agricultural, forest,
 wastewater treatment and other forms of organic waste, according to the group.
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