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October 18, 2019

Ms. Ashley Yee
Materials Management and Local Assistance Division
CalRecycle
P.O. Box 4025
Sacramento, CA  95812

Re:  Comments on Proposed Changes to Organic Waste Reduction 
Regulations (October 2, 2019 Version)

Dear Ms. Yee:

The Bioenergy Association of California (BAC) submits these comments on the 
proposed changes to the Organic Waste Reduction Regulations issued pursuant to SB 
1383.  BAC urges CalRecycle to expand the allowable end uses of renewable gas to 
provide as many beneficial alternatives for diverted organic waste as possible.  Each 
jurisdiction’s needs and infrastructure access will be different, so it is important to 
include all beneficial end uses of renewable gas generated from diverted organic waste.

BAC represents more than 70 public agencies, private companies, local governments, 
utilities, community groups, non-profits, and others working to promote sustainable 
bioenergy development.  BAC strongly supports the adoption of the Organic Waste 
Reduction Regulations with the modifications described below.  With these 
modifications, the proposed regulations will ensure that organics diversion meets the 
requirements of SB 1383, maximizes co-benefits, and maintains flexibility so that 
implementation will be as cost-effective and beneficial as possible.

BAC urges CalRecycle to broaden Section 18993.1(f)(2) to include additional end uses 
of renewable gas generated from diverted organic waste, including industrial and 
commercial end uses, residential cooking, energy storage, and production of renewable 
hydrogen.  Many studies have found that industrial, commercial and manufacturing 
processes may be difficult to electrify, but can be decarbonized by converting to 
renewable gas generated from organic waste.  The current draft regulations may not 
include all industrial, commercial, and manufacturing end uses as currently written.  In 
addition, the draft regulations do not include cooking, either residential or commercial.  
Finally, the current draft does not include use of renewable gas for energy storage or for 
renewable hydrogen, both of which will be important to meet the requirements of SB 
100 (de León, 2018) for 100 percent clean energy by 2045.
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BAC recommends that CalRecycle amend this section as follows from the October 2 
version:

(2) Renewable gas used for fuel for transportation, electricity, or heating
applications, production of renewable hydrogen, energy storage, or pipeline 
injection for use offsite for residential, industrial or commercial 
applications other than electricity, transportation or heating.

BAC urges CalRecycle to expand Section 18993.1(g) to include the following additional 
metrics for the amount of pipeline biomethane and renewable hydrogen generated from 
one ton of diverted organic waste.  

(G) 2925.3 SCF (standard cubic feet) of biomethane for pipeline injection1

(H) 23.803 kg of hydrogen2

(I) for any other use of renewable gas included in section (f)(2) above, the 
jurisdiction must demonstrate the appropriate metric for qualification 
under this Article.

By adding these provisions, the regulations will give local jurisdictions maximum 
flexibility to determine the highest and best end use of biogas from diverted organic 
waste.  This is important since each jurisdiction and waste facility has different energy 
needs and proximity to different infrastructure (transmission lines, pipelines, vehicle 
fueling infrastructure, etc.).  The final regulations should not exclude beneficial end uses 
of renewable gas, which are broader than electricity, heating, and vehicle fuels.

Finally, BAC supports the recommendation of EBMUD and CASA to include sewage 
sludge in the definition of “renewable gas.”

Thank you for your consideration of these comments and proposed modifications.

Sincerely,

Julia A. Levin
Executive Director

1 This metric is based on the U.S. Department of Energy’s conversion rate for diesel gallon equivalents to standard 
cubic feet of gas, which is 139.30 SCF/DGE.  See, https://afdc.energy.gov/fuels/equivalency_methodology.html.
2 This metric is based on the US DOE’s conversion rates for diesel gallon equivalents to gasoline gallon equivalents 
to kg of hydrogen, available at:  https://epact.energy.gov/fuel-conversion-factors.


